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THE BASICS: 

All Vegetable Gardens Need Sun+ Water+ Healthy Soil (and probably fencing) 

LOCATION IS KEY 

Most vegetable garden plants want at least 8 hours of sunlight a day, so try to find a spot (even 

when the trees are leafed out) with 8-10 hours of sunlight. Keep in mind where your water is 

coming from and going to, as most vegetable plants want about l" of water a week. The state of 

the soil is important too, so doing a soil test or just noticing if other things like to grow there gives 

you an idea as well. More on building soil HERE.

Leave space for paths as wel I. 

CONSIDER THE DIFFERENT GARDEN STYLES: 

IN GROUND 

RAISED BEDS 

CONTAINER 

STRAW BALE 

EDIBLE LANDSCAPING 

NO DIG 

Finally, it's time to measure your area, grab some graph paper and start sketching. 

• Make beds at most 4 feet wide, and keeping at least 2 feet wide paths.

• Find space for the heat loving crops in the sunniest spots.

• Make sure to keep in mind direction of sun - keeping taller plants on the

north end of the garden, and garden beds.

• Consider incorporating some vertical garden features like trellises or

arbors to grow even more in the space.

• Place shade-loving plants in shade created by bigger plants in the garden,

or on the shady end of the garden.

• Plan space for companion flowers to help with pest defense too. Flowers

add beauty, pollinators, habitat and joy to any vegetable garden.

• Consider the rest of the ecosystem when garden planning, see your

garden as part of nature and work with it instead of against it.

Helping People Dig Their Food! 
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